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Front cover: Children fetching drinking water in Osh, a city in the Fergana valley, Kyrgyzstan. Access to clean water is one of the fundamental 
prerequisites for life. Photo Ari Mäkelä. This page: The Kura River (Mtkvari) and the city of Tbilisi. The Kura is the largest river of the 
Caucasus area. Its beginnings are in Turkey in the region of Kars, then flowing through Georgia and Azerbaijan and emptying into the Caspian 
Sea. The river is polluted by industrial, mining and municipal waste waters from the 188 000 km2 catchment area, which includes Turkey, 
Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaidzan and Iran. Photo Karri Eloheimo.
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Programme for Finland’s Water Sector  
Support to the EECCA Countries  
under the Wider Europe Initiative

Access to water plays a key 
role in development – it 
sustains human life, both 
through direct consumption 
and use in agriculture for 
food security. Because of its 
importance, there are many 
demands for water: the use of 
water for industrial purposes 
is important to fuel economic 
growth, and access to water 
is important for agricultural 
producers and households. 

The FinWater WEI 
programme works in Eastern 
Europe, the South Caucasus 
and Central Asia to ensure 
sustainable water management 
in the area.

The programme area
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The total allocation to  
the FinWater WEI programme 
2009–2013 is about  
EUR 5 million.

FinWater WEI is managed 
on behalf of the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs by the Finnish 
Environment Institute SYKE.

Contacts

Karri Eloheimo 
Project Manager 
Finnish Environment Institute SYKE 
karri.eloheimo@environment.fi
www.ymparisto.fi/syke
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Finnish water sector organisations work together with their 
partners in the region to solve water-related health and eco-
nomic development issues in alignment with internationally 
agreed policies through FinWater WEI - The Programme for 
Finland’s Water Sector Support to the EECCA Countries un-
der the Wider Europe Initiative.

The overall objective of the programme is to ensure sustain-
able water management in Eastern Europe, the South Cauca-
sus and Central Asia. FinWater WEI’s purpose is to reduce 

water disputes inside and between countries and improve 
water supply and sanitation through improved education, 
increased investment and the better alignment of water man-
agement with the UNECE Water Convention and its Water 
and Health Protocol.

Along with the needs of the partner countries, the programme 
is based on Finland’s Development Policy Programme, UN-
ECE legal instruments on water, the EU Water Initiative, and 
the UN Millennium Development Goals on water.

Working for sustainable water management

What is the Wider Europe Initiative?
FinWater WEI is a flagship programme under The Wider 
Europe Initiative, which is a new initiative that strength-
ens Finland’s development policy through a comprehen-
sive approach to Finland’s development cooperation in 
the European Union’s eastern neighbourhood (Ukraine, 
Moldova and Belarus), the South Caucasus and Central 
Asia. It aims to promote regional stability and prosper-
ity in the partner countries of the initiative as well as in 
the wider European region. The themes of the initiative 
are security, trade and development, energy and the envi-
ronment, social sustainability and the development of an 
information society.

The Wider Europe Initiative aims to meet development 
challenges in partner countries through the promotion of 
ecologically, economically and socially sustainable devel-
opment.

Kyrgyzstan, the outlet of the Toktogul reservoir. Water is needed for 
winter-time hydroelectric power production and summer-time crop 
irrigation. Photo Ari Mäkelä.

Right: Water laboratory in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. Water pollution rep-
resents a risk associated with increased economic activity, construc-
tion and landfills from the mining industry. Water quality monitor-
ing and the assessment of the state of the environment act as basic 
sources of information to formulate and carry out effective water and 
environmental protection management. Photo Ari Mäkelä.

Kyrgyzstan, Tien-Shan Mountain range. The retreat and gradual disap-
pearance of high altitude glaciers pose a threat to the steady hydro-
logical cycle, causing periods of water insufficiency. Photo Ari Mäkelä.

Above: Illegal and unguarded landfills are a considerable environmen-
tal and health problem in the EECCA countries. Cows grazing on an 
illegal landfill near the Georgian city of Poti. Photo Karri  Eloheimo. 
Below: Monitoring the water quality of the River Rioni in Georgia. 
Photo: Karri Eloheimo.
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Programme area
The countries in Eastern Europe, the South Caucasus 
and Central Asia differ considerably both geographically 
and culturally, but they all share a common history. They 
suffer from serious environmental problems, and trans-
boundary waters and water-related human health and 
economic development issues are central questions in all 
of these countries. 

Common challenges include a seriously dilapidated water 
sector infrastructure as well as outdated legislation and 
institutions. Climate change contributes to water instabil-
ity, and flooding and water scarcity may both be a problem 
in the same region.

National Policy Dialogues
National Policy Dialogues are the main opera-
tional instrument to implement the FinWater 
WEI programme. 

The overall objective of the National Policy Di-
alogues is to initiate country-specific activities 
with regard to Water Supply and Sanitation as 
well as Integrated Water Resources Manage-
ment aimed at improving the coverage and 
quality of water sector services. They involve 
high level representatives of all key partners in 
the country in question, including representa-
tives of relevant international organisations and 
civil society (NGOs).

Finnish cooperation in the EECCA countries
Finland’s development cooperation with Eastern Europe, the South 
Caucasus and Central Asia dates back to the mid-1990s. Over the 
years, Finland has supported initiatives and projects developed 
and managed by Finland itself as well as by several international 
institutions. 

Finland has considerable expertise in sectors relating to water and 
its management, such as solutions based on advanced technical 
skills and integrated planning processes. For example, Finland 
has enjoyed a leading role both as financier and expert in the im-
plementation of the UN’s Convention on the Protection and Use 
of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes (Water 
Convention).

Themes
• Water and health
• Transboundary waters
• Monitoring, reporting and assessment
• Climate change
• Dam safety

Activities
The programme contains various types of activities:
•  Activities or processes led by international 

institutions.
•  Bilateral activities that either stand alone or form a 

component of some larger programme involving one 
or additional financiers.

•  Institutional capacity building activities between 
organisations in Finland and in the EECCA countries.
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suffer from serious environmental problems, and trans-
boundary waters and water-related human health and 
economic development issues are central questions in all 
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